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that is, five years before Wellington—son of Colonel
Grey, of Falloden, in Northumberland, a notable
soldier who late in life was raised to the Peerage as
Earl Grey, Charles Grey entered the House of Com-
mons in 1786 as Member for his native county. He
attached himself to Charles James Fox, and soon sig-
nalised himself by the vehemence and frequency with
which he assailed Pitt. He was an excellent speaker,
and as such he was admitted to that band of select
Whig orators who were permitted for six years to build
up their reputations as declaimers by attacking Warren
Hastings in Westminster Hall. When the French Revo-
lution broke out he followed Fox and the Radicals in
welcoming and applauding it. He helped to found the
Society of the Friends of the People (1792), and he
strongly opposed the war (1793). In 1797—of all dates
in English history one of the least appropriate—he
introduced his first Bill for Parliamentary reform. It
was, of course, emphatically rejected. But from that
time on he never ceased to press the question upon his
colleagues. In 1806-7, under Grenville, he had nis first
brief experience of office. To begin with, he was First
Lord of the Admiralty; but on Fox's death in Sep-
tember, 1806, he succeeded his old master and friend at
the Foreign Office. He strongly supported Grenville in
his proposals for Catholic relief, and, when these pro-
posals were rejected by the King, he, with Grenville,
resigned office. The same year (1807) he succeeded to
the Peerage. Twenty-five years elapsed before he again
held office. He was sixty-six years old when he was
called to form a. Cabinet.
The one great task of Earl Grey was to carry a com-
prehensive measure of Parliamentary reform. This
task he accomplished during the years 1830-32. Into
the details of the struggle over the Reform Bill it is, of
course, impossible for us to enter. Suffice it to say that
the first Bill was defeated in the Commons (April,
1831); that Parliament was then dissolved, and that the

